English Department

UNDERSTANDING
NARRATIVE
PARAGRAPHS

Narrative paragraphs are powerful tools for storytelling,
allowing writers to transport readers into vivid and immersive
experiences. By weaving together descriptive details, dialogue,
and a sequence of events, these paragraphs bring narratives
to life and captivate the audience.
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COMPONENTS OF A NARRATIVE PARAGRAPH

Setting Characters Plot
Establishing the time, place, Introducing the people or The sequence of events and
and environment where the entities that drive the actions that unfold, creating a
story takes place. narrative forward. compelling storyline.

Point of View

The perspective form which the story is told. It can be as the first-person
point of view or the third-person point of view.
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NARRATIVE PARAGRAPH
STRUCTURE

1

ORIENTATION

This introduces the setting, characters,
and time period of the story.

This is the main event or problem that
drives the narrative forward.

This is the outcome of the complication,
how the problem is solved or the
situation is resolved.
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EFFECTIVE TECHNIQUES FOR
NARRATIVE PARAGRAPHS

[ /\ Sensory Details —— Vivid Imagery

Engage the reader's senses Paint a clear picture in the
by incorporating descriptions reader's mind by using

of sight, sound, smell, touch, evocative language and
and taste. imagery.

a Character Development () Dialogue

Bring characters to life Use natural-sounding
through their thoughts, dialogue to reveal character
actions, and interactions with traits and advance the
others. narrative.
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CRAFTING COMPELLING
INTRODUCTIONS

START WITH A HOOK

1 Grab the reader's attention with an intriguing
, or unexpected opening line.

ESTABLISH THE SETTING

2 Provide contextual details about the time,
place, and atmosphere of the narrative.

INTRODUCE CHARACTERS

3 Give the reader a glimpse into the
personalities and motivations of the key
players.
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DEVELOPING CHARACTERS AND DIALOGUE

Character Archetypes Authentic Dialogue Character Development
Explore a range of character Use natural-sounding dialogue Allow your characters to evolve
types, such as the hero, the that reflects each character's and grow through the

villain, the mentor, or the unique voice, personality, and narrative, revealing their inner
sidekick, to create depth and way of speaking. thoughts, emotions, and

complexity. motivations.
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Lexicogrammatical Features

‘Past Tense: Stories typically unfold in the past, so past tense verbs
are commonly used (e.g., "walked," "ran," "saw").

*Time Conjunctions and Adverbials: These words and phrases help
to sequence events and indicate the passage of time (e.g., "then,"
"after that," "suddenly," "later").

*Adjectives and Adverbs: These descriptive words add color and
detail to the narrative, making it more Interesting and engaging (e.g.,
"suddenly,” "quietly," "beautiful").
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Lexicogrammatical

» Dialogue: Direct speech can bring
the story more realistic (e.g., "He sal

« Sensory Details: Appealing to
touch, taste, smell) can create a

Features

characters to life and make
d, 'Hello.™).

the senses (sight, sound,
strong impression on the

reader (e.g., "The crisp autumn leaves crunched underfoot.").

* Figurative Language: Devices I
personification can add depth anc

Ke metaphors, similes, and
meaning to the narrative

(e.g., "The wind whispered through t

ne trees.").
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CONCLUSION AND KLEY
TAKEAWAYS

1 THE POWER OF 2 CRAFTING COMPELLING
NARRATIVE STORIES
Narrativg paragraphs By mastering the glements
havg the ability to of setting, character, and
captivatg, inspirg, and plot, writgrs can cregatg
Icave a lasting imprgssion  narrativgs that transport
on the reader. the reader and gvoke

gmotion.

3 CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT

Peveloping narrative writing skills is an ongoing
proegss, regquiring practicg, gxperimentation, and a
willingngss to Igarn and grow.
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LETS MAKE THE
NARRATIVE PARAGRAPH
BASED ON THIS PICTURE
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NARRATIVE PARAGRAPH EXAMPLES

DESCRIPTIVE NARRATIVE DIALOGIC NARRATIVE

The sun dipped below the horizon, casting a "Did you hear that?" Sarah whispered, her eyes
warm, golden glow over the tranquil lakeside wide with excitement. "l think it's a bear!" Her
cabin. A gentle breeze rustled the leaves, as a brother, Alex, cautiously peered into the dense
family gathered on the porch, sipping lemonade forest, his heart pounding. "Let's get back to the
and sharing stories of their day. cabin, just in case."

ACTION-DRIVEN NARRATIVE REFLECTIVE NARRATIVE

The waves crashed against the rocks as the small As | sat on the porch, watching the children play
boat fought to stay afloat. With the wind howling in the yard, | couldn't help but feel a sense of
and the rain pouring down, the captain frantically nostalgia. | remembered the carefree days of my
steered, determined to reach the safety of the own childhood, when the world seemed simpler

harbor before the storm consumed them. and time moved more slowly.
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